
 

 

 

Plainfield Public Schools 

English Language Arts 

Curriculum Unit 

  

Grade/Course Grade Ten / English II 
Unit of Study Unit One:  Reading Literature / Writing Narratives 
Pacing 5 -7 Weeks 
 
 

Unit 
Overview 

 

In Unit One, students will focus on reading literature and composing 

narratives.  By the completion of the unit, students will have a better 
understanding of how to identify and analyze a theme within a single 
text as well as across texts, as well as how to identify the meaning of 

unfamiliar words and phrases within the text.  
 

Additionally, students will be able to create an engaging narrative 
using logical pacing and sequencing and relevant details. The unit will 

culminate in a final performance task, which asks students to compose 
a personal narrative with a strong theme. This narrative piece satisfies 

a core requirement of the district student-writing portfolio (W.CCR.3). 
 
 

 
 
 

 

UNIT STANDARDS 

PRIORITY STANDARDS 
 

Reading Literature 

RL.10.1  Cite strong and thorough textual evidence and make relevant  
connections to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as 
well as inferentially, including determining where the text leaves 

matters uncertain. 
RL.10.2  Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze in detail its 

development over the course of the text, including how it emerges 
and is shaped and refined by specific details, and provide an 
objective summary of the text. 

RL.10.3  Analyze how complex characters (e.g., those with multiple or  
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  conflicting motivations) develop over the course of a text,  

  interact with other characters, and advance the plot or   
  develop the theme. 

RL.10.4  Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used 
  in the text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze 
                      the cumulative impact of specific word choices on meaning and 

  tone (e.g., how the language evokes a sense of time and  place;  
  how it sets a formal or informal tone). 

RL.10.5 Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure a text, 
order events within it (e.g., parallel plots), and manipulate time (e.g., 
pacing, flashbacks) create specific effects (e.g. mystery, tension, or 

surprise). 
 

Writing 
 
W.10.3             Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events 

                      using effective technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured             
event sequences. 

a. Engage and orient the reader by setting out a problem, situation, 
or observation, establishing one or multiple point(s) of view, and 
introducing a narrator and/or characters; create a smooth 

progression of experiences or events. 
b. Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, description, 

reflection, and multiple plot lines, to  
develop experiences, events, and/or characters. 
c. Use a variety of techniques to sequence events so that they build 

on one another to create a coherent, complete and comprehensive 
piece.  

d. Use precise words and phrases, telling details, and sensory 
language to convey a vivid picture of the  
experiences, events, setting, and/or characters. 

e. Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on what is 
experienced, observed, or resolved over the course of the narrative. 

W.10.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, 
organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and 
audience. 

 

W.10.5 Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising,  
editing, rewriting, trying a new approach, or consulting a style 

manual (such as MLA or APA Style), focusing on addressing what is 
most significant for a specific purpose and audience.  

W.10.9a. Draw evidence from literary or nonfiction informational texts to 

support analysis, reflection, and research. 



3 
 

. 
        Plainfield Public Schools                               ELA Curriculum                                      Grade 10 Unit 1 
 

a. Apply grades 9–10 Reading standards to literature (e.g., 

“Analyze how an author draws on and transforms source 
material in a specific work [e.g., how Shakespeare treats a 

theme or topic from mythology or the Bible or how a later author 
draws on a play by Shakespeare]”).  

W.10.10 Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research,  

reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a 
day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

 

Supporting Standards 
 

Reading Literature 
 

RL.10.6 Analyze a particular point of view or cultural experience   
  reflected in a work of literature from outside the United   

  States, drawing on a wide reading of world literature. 
RL.10.7  Analyze the representation of a subject or a key scene in two different  

artistic mediums, including what is emphasized or absent in each work 

(e.g., Auden’s “Musée des Beaux Arts” and Breughel’s Landscape with 
the Fall of Icarus).  

 
 

Reading Informational Text 

RI.10.2         Determine a central idea of a text and analyze how it is developed and  
refined by specific details; provide an objective summary of the text.  

RI.10.3 Analyze how the author unfolds an analysis or series of ideas or events, 
  including the order in which the points are made, how they are introduced 
  and developed, and the connections that are drawn between them. 
 

Writing 
 

W.10.6 Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, share, and update  
writing products, taking advantage of technology’s capacity to link to other 

information and to display information flexibly and dynamically. 
 

Speaking and Listening 
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SL.10.1 Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions 
(one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with peers on grades 9–10 
topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their 

own clearly and persuasively.       
a. Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material 

under study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence 
from texts and other research on the topic or issue to stimulate a 
thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of ideas.     

b. Collaborate with peers to set rules for discussions (e.g. informal 
consensus, taking votes on key issues, presentation of alternate views); 

develop clear goals and assessment criteria (e.g. student developed 
rubric) and assign individual roles as needed.     
c. Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that relate 

the current discussion to broader themes or larger ideas; actively 
incorporate others into the discussion; and clarify, verify, or challenge 

ideas and conclusions.  

SL.10.2 Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse media or 

formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, qualitatively, orally) evaluating the 
credibility and accuracy of each source. 

SL.10.3 Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and 
rhetoric, identifying any false reasoning or distorted evidence. 

SL.10.4 Present information, findings and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, 

and logically. The content, organization, development, and style are 
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.  

SL.10.6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command 
of formal English.  

Language 
 

L.10.1 

 

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar 
and usage when writing or speaking. 

a. Use parallel structure. 
b. Use various types of phrases (noun, verb, adjectival, adverbial, 

participial, prepositional, absolute) and clauses (independent, dependent; 
noun, relative, adverbial) to convey specific meanings and add variety 
and interest to writing or presentations. 

L.10.3 Apply knowledge of language to make effective choices for meaning, or 

style, and to comprehend more fully when reading, writing, speaking or 
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listening. 
a. Vary word choice and sentence structure to demonstrate an 
understanding of the influence of language.  

L.10.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning 

words and phrases based on grades 9–10 reading and content, choosing 
flexibly from a range of strategies. 
a. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or 

text; a word’s position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the                 
meaning of a word or phrase. 

b. Identify and correctly use patterns of word changes that indicate 
different meanings or parts of speech (e.g., analyze, analysis, analytical; 
advocate, advocacy). 

L.10.5 Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, 

and nuances in word meanings. 
a. Interpret figures of speech (e.g., euphemism, oxymoron) in context and 
analyze their role in the text. 

b. Analyze nuances in the meaning of words with similar denotations. 

L.10.6 Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words 
and phrases, sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the 
college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in 

gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase 
important to comprehension. 
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“UNWRAPPED” District Power Standards 

 

DISTRICT POWER STANDARDS 
 

Reading Literature 
 

RL.10.1   CITE strong and thorough textual evidence and MAKE relevant 

                       connections to SUPPORT analysis of what the text says explicitly as well 
                       as inferences drawn from the text, including DETERMINING where the 

                       text leaves matters uncertain. 
 

RL.10.2   DETERMINE a theme or central idea of a text and ANALYZE in detail its 
                     development over the course of the text, including how it emerges and is  

                      shaped and refined by specific details and PROVIDE an objective  
                      summary of the text. 
 

RL.10.4        DETERMINE the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the  

                     text, including figurative and connotative meanings; ANALYZE the 
                     cumulative impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone (e.g., how 

                     the language evokes a sense of time and place; how it sets a formal or  
                     informal tone). 
 
 

Writing 
 

W.10.3 WRITE narratives to DEVELOP real or imagined experiences or events                  

                      USING effective technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event     
                      sequences. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



7 
 

. 
        Plainfield Public Schools                               ELA Curriculum                                      Grade 10 Unit 1 
 

“Unwrapped” Skills 

(students need to be able to do) 

“Unwrapped” Concepts 

(students need to know) 

DOK 

Levels 

POWER STANDARD: RL.10.1 

CITE 

 

MAKE 

 

SUPPORT 

 

 

DETERMINING 

strong and thorough textual 

evidence 

relevant connections 
 
 
 

analysis 
● what the text says explicitly 

● inferences drawn from the 
text 
 

where leaves matters uncertain 

3 

 

3 

 

2 

Students Can: 

● Draw inferences from literary text to make and support an analysis that goes 

beyond the obvious by using strong and thorough evidence gathered from 

reading. 

● Support conclusions with explicit and implicit textual evidence. 

● Synthesize evidence collected from the text to best support conclusions. 
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POWER STANDARD: RL.10.2 

DETERMINE 

 

 

ANALYZE 

 

 

 

PROVIDE 

 

● theme or central idea of a 

text 

● development (in detail) over 

the course of the text 
o how it emerges 
o how it is shaped and 

refined by details 
 

● objective summary of the 

text 

 

2 

 

3 

 

 

2 

 

 

Students Know: 

● An author's use of motif (i.e. central idea) can help illuminate the theme of a 

particular text. 

Students Can: 

● Analyze how the interrelationships of literary elements influence the 

development of plot and subplots, complex characters, and themes in text. 

● Analyze how a theme or central idea develops over the course of the text (e.g., 

motif), including evidence from the text as support. 

● Explain how specific details from the text refine or create subtle distinctions that 

shape the theme. 

● Use a range of textual evidence to support summaries and interpretations of 

texts (e.g., purpose, plot/subplot, central idea, theme). 
● Provide an objective summary. 
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POWER STANDARD: RL.10.4 

DETERMINE 
 
 
 
 
 

ANALYZE 
 
 
 

● The meaning of words and 

phrases as they are used in 
the text including: 

o Figurative meaning 
o Connotative meaning 

 

● Impact of specific word 

choice on: 
o Meaning 
o tone 

2 
 
 
 
 
 

3 

Students Can: 

● Analyze text for word choice as it impacts meaning and tone of text. 

● Analyze how specific word choice sets the tone of a text (e.g., formal vs. 
informal). 

● Analyze how word choice creates a sense of time and/or place. 
● Analyze and evaluate the overall patterns of diction in the whole text and 

its impact on meaning and tone. 

● Analyze the cumulative impact of figurative language (e.g., metaphor, 
simile, metonymy, overstatement, oxymoron, understatement) and its 
impact on meaning and tone. 

POWER STANDARD: W.10.3 

WRITE 
 
 

ENGAGE  

ORIENT 
 

SET OUT 
 
 
 
 

ESTABLISH 
 
 

INTRODUCE 

● narratives 

 
 

● the reader 
 
 

● problem 
● situation 
● observation 

 

● one or multiple point(s) of 
view 

 

● narrator and/or characters 

 

 

 

 

3 
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CREATE 

  

● smooth progression of 

experiences or events 

Students Know: 

● Effective narrative techniques.  

● Well-chosen details and well-structured events add clarity, suspense, and/or 

conflict to the narrative.  

Students Can: 

● Formulate a real or imagined experience. 

● Engage and orient the reader by clearly setting out a problem or situation. 

● Develop experiences, events, and/or characters by using effective narrative 

techniques. 

● Incorporate well-chosen details into an original narrative.  
● Structure narratives with appropriate sequencing to create a coherent whole. 

 

 

Unit Vocabulary Terms 

“Unwrapped” Power Standards 
Concepts 

Supporting Standards Concepts and Other 
Unit-Specific Terms 

 

analyze 

cite 
coherent 
develop 

explicit 
inferential 

narrative technique 
objective summary 
organization 

point of view 
style 

synopsis 
textual analysis 
theme 

antagonist 

climax 
collaborative discussion 
collegial discussion 

conflicts: 
● person versus person 

● person versus self 
● person versus nature 
● person versus society 

● person versus circumstance 
denouement 

direct characterization 
euphemism 
exposition 
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falling action 

fallacious reasoning 
flashback 

indirect characterization 
mystery 
nuance 

oxymoron 
pacing  

parallel plot 
points of view: 

● objective 

● first person 
● third person 

● omniscient  
● limited omniscient 

protagonist 

rising action 
setting 

tension 
 

 

 

Essential Questions Corresponding Big Ideas 

1. How can I analyze what a text says, 

both explicitly and implicitly? 
 
 
 
 

2. How do literary elements shape and 
refine theme over the course of a 
text? 
 
 
 
 

3. How does the author’s manipulation 

of language help to shape the 
meaning and tone of a text? 

1. Skilled readers will refer to specific 

evidence throughout a text to show 
how an author reveals meaning in a 
text. 
 
 

2. You can determine the central ideas 
of a text by summarizing content, 
examining specific details, and 

analyzing the events of the 
narrative. 
 
 

3. Word choice distinguishes an 

author’s overall style and purpose. 
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4. How can I write a compelling story 
based on real or imagined 

experiences? 
 

Skilled readers recognize, analyze, 

and appreciate authors’ 
manipulations of language, both 

subtle and obvious, in a text. 
 

 

4. You can write a relevant and 
engaging narrative by developing a 

strong point of view, introducing 
memorable characters, crafting a 
smooth progression of events, and 

using precise words, phrases, and 
well-chosen language. 

 
 

District Assessments 
 

 
 

Unit 1 Pre-Assessment 
 
 

 

 
ELA Grade 10 Common Assessment  

 

(See district assessment calendar) 

 
 
 

Essential Questions Post-Assessment 
 
 

 

 

 

Engaging Learning Scenario 
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What is “The Theme of Your Life”?  Is it love?  Survival?  Family?  Now is your chance to 

tell us.  Select authors will be featured in the school literary magazine.  We want to hear 
your story.  You submission will include: 
 

● a manuscript of a “print-ready” narrative 
● a proposed front cover with art work, title and your name 
●  a back cover with a short synopsis of the narrative 

●  information “About the Author” 
 

Your teachers and peers will determine which works are selected, so use the writing 
process to put all the writing skills you have to the test!  
 

 

 

 

Performance Task Synopses 

 

Task 1:    Analyze three themes and/or central ideas of a narrative, and write an objective 

summary of that narrative. 
 

Task 2:  Compare artwork and poetry based on the artwork to better understand the concept 

of theme. 
 

Task 3:  Use the writing process to compose a narrative that focuses on  “the theme of your 
life”. 
 

Task 4:  Design a full cover for your work, including original artwork or graphics and blurbs 
about yourself and your writing. 

 
 

 

 

Performance Task # 1 

In Detail 
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Power Standards:  RL.10.1; RL.10.2, RL.10.4 
 

Additional Standards: W.10.9a  
              
 

Task 1 Detailed: 
 

        Choose a short narrative that we have read in class and determine three major 

themes or central ideas.  Use a chart to list in the left column what you think the major 
themes and central ideas are.  Then, in the middle column, explain why you think that is a 
major idea or theme.  Finally, in the right column, provide three text excerpts, citing the 

page numbers where the examples of this theme or idea occur. Be sure that the excerpts 
occur in various parts of the story (beginning, middle, end). On a separate sheet of paper, 

write an objective summary of the narrative. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Performance Task # 1 Scoring Guide 

 

 

4 
 

3 
 

2 
 

1 
 

 Meets all of 

the Proficient 
criteria plus: 

 

 Addresses a 
theme or 
major idea 

not readily 
apparent in 

the text 
 

 Evidence 
includes 

 Addresses three 

themes/central 
ideas apparent in 

the text 
 

 Each 
theme/central 

idea is clearly 
explained 

 

 Each 

theme/central 
idea is supported 

 Meets four 

of the 
Proficient 

           criteria 
 

 Meets fewer 

than four of 
the  

Proficient 
criteria 

 Task to be 

repeated 
after re-

teaching 
 Comments: 
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setting, 

character, 
and events.    

by three pieces 

textual evidence, 
including page 
number. 
 

 Textual evidence 
is selected from 
various parts of 

the text 
(beginning, 

middle, end) 
 

 Writes an 
objective 

summary of the 
narrative 

 

Key 

4 = Exceeding the Standards 

3= Meeting the Standards (Proficient) 

2= Approaching the Standards 

1= Below Standard 

Interdisciplinary Connections  

Specific to Task #1 

21st Century Learning Skills 

Specific to Task #1 

 
 
 
 

 

✓ Check all those that apply for each 
task: 

 

❑ Teamwork and Collaboration 

❑ Initiative and Leadership 

❑ Curiosity and Imagination 

❑ Innovation and Creativity 

X❑ Critical thinking and Problem Solving 
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X❑ Flexibility and Adaptability 

X❑ Effective Oral and Written 

Communication 

X❑ Accessing and Analyzing Information 

❑ Other 

 
 

Performance Task # 2 
In Detail 

Power Standards: RL.10.1, RL.10.2, RL.10.4 
 

Additional Standards:  RL.10.5, RL.10.7, W.9.10, SL.10.1, SL.10.2, SL.10.3, SL.10.4, 
SL.10.6, L.10.1, L.10.4, L.10.5, L.10.6  
          

Task 2 Detailed: Compare artwork and poetry based on the artwork to better understand 

theme 
 

       Theme can be represented visually as well as in writing.  Many works of art have 
inspired works of literature and vice versa.  Today we will look at a famous painting and two 

poems written about that painting.   
● In small groups, you will examine the painting and the poems. 

● Use the questions below to guide your discussion.  
● Take notes about your own ideas as well as the ideas of others in your group. Be 

sure to use and take note of supporting evidence from the poems AND the painting. 

● Bring your notes and annotated texts to a larger group or whole class discussion on 
the works under consideration. Be prepared to pose and respond to questions about 

the ideas presented in the three works. Again, take notes on new ideas that are 
presented in this larger group discussion. 

● Finally, select one of the poems to compare to the painting. Write an analysis of how 

theme is represented in the two works, including what is emphasized or absent in 
each treatment. Be sure to also include textual evidence that shows how the theme 

emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details. 
  

(Note to teachers:  If your students are not familiar with the tale of Icarus and Daedalus, 

you can use the video below or the posted resource text to get them familiar with the myth 

before the task:  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YvrjaxNmf24) 
 

1) How would you summarize each poem? 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YvrjaxNmf24
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2) What types of conflict do you see in both the poems and the painting itself? 

3) What meaning do you see in each poem?  What is each author trying to convey to 
the reader? 

4) What themes are present in both the poems and painting?  What words and images 
help you to understand those themes? 

5) Do both poems have a similar understanding of the painting? Why or why not?  

6) Finally, what do YOU see in the painting?  What does it mean to you?  There is no 
right or wrong answer but, like the poems, use references to the painting to support 

your interpretation. 
 

Links to poems and paintings: 
http://english.emory.edu/classes/paintings&poems/auden.html 

http://english.emory.edu/classes/paintings&poems/williams.html 
http://english.emory.edu/classes/paintings&poems/icarus.jpg  

Note: download this .jpg file and save to your pictures folder in order to view a larger image.  
 

 The text of both poems is also posted on the district ELA curriculum web page. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Performance Task # 2 Scoring Guide 

http://english.emory.edu/classes/paintings&poems/auden.html
http://english.emory.edu/classes/paintings&poems/auden.html
http://english.emory.edu/classes/paintings&poems/williams.html
http://english.emory.edu/classes/paintings&poems/williams.html
http://english.emory.edu/classes/paintings&poems/icarus.jpg
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4 
 

3 
 

2 
 

1 
 

 Meets all 
“Proficient” 
criteria plus: 

 Actively 
incorporates 

others into the 
discussion 

OR 

 Relates the 
current 

discussion to 
broader 
themes or 

larger ideas. 
 

  
 

 Prepares notes 
and annotated 
texts prior to 

whole group 
discussion 

 Poses and 
responds to 
questions; 

clarifies, verifies, 
or challenges 

ideas and 
conclusions 
presented by 

others 
 Analyzes how 

theme is 
represented in 
one of the 

poems and the 
painting. 

 Includes what is 
emphasized or 
absent in each 

treatment. 
 Includes textual 

evidence that 
shows how the 
theme emerges 

and is shaped 
and refined by 

specific details 
 Demonstrates 

command of 

standard English 
grammar and 

usage when 
writing or 
speaking 
 

 Meets _4_ 
of the 
“Proficient” 

criteria 
 
 

 Meets fewer 
than _4_ 
“Proficient” 

criteria. 
 Task to be 

repeated 
after re-
teaching 

 Comments: 
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Key 

4= Exceeding the Standard 
3= Meeting the Standard 

2 = Approaching the Standard 
1=Below Standard 
 

 

Interdisciplinary Connections 
Specific to Task #2 

21st Century Learning Skills 
Specific to Task #2 

Visual Art 

1.4.12.B.2 and 1.4.12.B.3 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

✓ Check all those that apply for each 

task: 
 

x❑ Teamwork and Collaboration 

❑ Initiative and Leadership 

❑ Curiosity and Imagination 

❑ Innovation and Creativity 

X❑ Critical thinking and Problem Solving 

x❑ Flexibility and Adaptability 

X❑ Effective Oral and Written 

Communication 

X❑ Accessing and Analyzing Information 

❑ Other 

 
 

 

Performance Task # 3 
In Detail 

 
Power Standards: W.10.3 
 

Additional Standards: W.10.4, W.10.5, W.10.6, W.10.10, L.10.1, L.10.3, L.10.6  
 

Task 3 Detailed:  Use the writing process to compose a narrative that focuses on “the 
theme of your life”. 
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Think about the important experiences you have had in your life and how they have 

impacted you. What did you learn through these events? How did you change the way you 
thought about yourself, others, or life in general? From these events, what do you consider 

to be the “theme” of your life?  Is it love? family? hard work?  What theme best describes 
you? 
 

For this task, you will compose a first-person narrative that highlights the theme of your 

life.  You will describe the events in your life to demonstrate to your reader why your theme 
should be your theme. For example, if you think the theme of your life is self-reliance, write 
about  the events that show that self-reliance plays a major role in your life.  Why does the 

theme of self-reliance define you?  Your narrative can be funny, or it can be serious, but it 
must reflect the theme you have selected.    
 

Use the writing process to compose a narrative that: 
1) establishes a point of view 
2) creates a smooth progression of experiences and events 

3) uses narrative techniques such as dialogue, pacing, description, and reflection to 
develop plot and characters 

4) sequences events to build on one another to create a coherent whole  
5) uses precise words and phrases, telling details, and sensory language  
6) provides a conclusion that follows from and reflects on what is experienced, 

observed, or resolved over the course of the narrative 
7) demonstrates command of standard English grammar and usage  
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Performance Task # 3 Scoring Guide 
 

 

4 
 

3 
 

2 
 

1 
 

 All   
“Proficient” 
criteria,  plus: 

 Events build 
toward a 

particular tone 
and outcome 
(e.g.suspense, 

sense of 
mystery, etc.) 

 
 

 Narrative focuses 
on the “theme” of 
the author’s life 

 Submits evidence 
of the writing 

process (multiple 
drafts, peer 
review, revision 

notes, etc.) 
 Establishes a 

point of view 
 Creates a smooth 

progression of 

experiences and 
events 

 Uses narrative 
techniques such 
as dialogue, 

pacing, 
description, and 

reflection to 
develop plot and 
characters 

 Sequences 
events to build on 

one another to 
create a coherent 
whole 

 Uses precise 
words and 

phrases, telling 
details, and 
sensory language 

 Provides a 
conclusion that 

 Meets _7_ 
of the 
“Proficient” 

criteria 

 Meets fewer 
than _7_ 
“Proficient” 

criteria 
 Task to be 

repeated 
after re-
teaching 

 Comments: 
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follows from and 

reflects on what is 
experienced, 
observed, or 

resolved over the 
course of the 

narrative 
 Demonstrates 

command of 

standard English 
grammar and 

usage 
 

 
 

Key 

4= Exceeding the Standard 
3= Meeting the Standard 

2 = Approaching the Standard 
1=Below Standard 
 
 

 

Interdisciplinary Connections 
Specific to Task #3 

21st Century Learning Skills 
Specific to Task #3 

 
 
 

 

✓ Check all those that apply for each 
task: 

 

❑ Teamwork and Collaboration 

❑ Initiative and Leadership 

X❑ Curiosity and Imagination 

X❑ Innovation and Creativity 

X❑ Critical thinking and Problem Solving 

X❑ Flexibility and Adaptability 

X❑ Effective Oral and Written 

Communication 
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❑ Accessing and Analyzing Information 

❑ Other 

 
 

 

Performance Task # 4 
In Detail 

 

Power Standards: W 10.3; W 10.4 
 

Additional Standards: RL 10.7, W 10.5, W 10.6, W 10.10, L 10.1, L 10.3 
 

Task 4 Detailed:  Design a full cover for your work, including original artwork or graphics 

and blurbs about yourself and your writing. 
 

This is the last step in publishing “The Theme of My Life”.  The end product will be your 
own mini-book. You will complete the publishing process by: 
 

1. Designing a cover that reflects your selected theme 

Think back to the activity we did for Task 2.  How could you illustrate the theme of 
your life in order to create a cover?  Use your creative abilities to either draw a 

cover or design one using images from the computer.  Your cover must somehow 
convey the theme you write about through imagery.  Remember, you cannot steal 

someone else’s work, in either words or images.  If you use graphics from the 
computer, you must arrange and design them in a way that is your own.  You may 
NOT just take someone else’s cover or artwork. 
 

2. Creating an appropriate title for your narrative 

Create a title for your work that is suited to your narrative.  Your title should be on 

the front cover. 
 

3. Writing a short synopsis of your story for the back cover 

You can check the back of any paperback book to get an idea of what a synopsis   

looks like.  It should not tell your whole story, but instead give the reader an idea of 
what the book is about. 
 

4. Composing an “About the Author” blurb for the inside cover 

The blurb should consist of a few sentences that tell your readers who you are 
without telling them everything.  For example, it might say: 

Suzie Q is a sophomore at Plainfield High School. She was born in 
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Paterson, New Jersey. She is currently a star player on the Girl’s 

Basketball team and hopes to go on to college to study fashion 
design. She lives at home with her step-mother, father, and three 

guinea pigs. 
            Your information here should be true and accurate – just a little bit about yourself in  
         order to let your reader know who you are outside of your narrative.   

 

Remember, as in all writing assignments, proper spelling, grammar, and punctuation count 
for your back cover and “About the Author”. 
 
 

** Teachers, if students are unclear as to a back cover or “About the Author” segments, 

demonstrate with books from your own library. 
** To complete the engaging scenario, have all students display their final works like a 

bookstore. Consider how you will select the stories to be submitted to the school literary 
magazine. 
 

 

 
Performance Task #4 Scoring Guide 

 

4 
 

3 
 

2 
 

1 
 

 All 

Proficient 
criteria, 

plus: 
  

 Designs a cover 

that demonstrates 
the selected theme  

 Creates a title that 
has relevance to 
the narrative 

 Writes a brief 
synopsis of the 

narrative. 
 Composes a brief 

“About the Author” 

blurb with relevant 
and truthful 

information 
 Demonstrates 

command of 

standard English 
grammar and 

 Meets four 

Proficient 
criteria 

 Meets 

fewer than 
four 

Proficient 
criteria 

 Task to be 

repeated 
after re-

teaching 
 Comments

: 
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usage 

Key 

4 = Exceeding the Standards 

3= Meeting the Standards 

2= Approaching the Standards 

1= Below Standard 

 

Interdisciplinary Connections  

                   Specific to Task #4 

21st Century Learning Skills 

                 Specific to Task #4 

Visual Art 
1.1.12.D.1 and 1.1.12.D.2 
 

 

✓ Check all those that apply for each 
task: 

 

❑ Teamwork and Collaboration 

X❑ Initiative and Leadership 

X❑ Curiosity and Imagination 

X❑ Innovation and Creativity 

X❑ Critical thinking and Problem Solving 

X❑ Flexibility and Adaptability 

X❑ Effective Oral and Written 

Communication 

❑ Accessing and Analyzing Information 

❑ Other 
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Research-Based Effective 

Teaching Strategies 

21st Century Learning Skills 

✓ Check all those that apply to the unit: 
 

X❑ Identifying Similarities and Differences 

X❑ Summarizing and Note Taking 

X❑ Reinforcing Effort, Providing Recognition 

X❑ Homework and Practice 

X❑ Nonlinguistic Representations 

X❑ Cooperative Learning 

X❑ Setting Objectives, Providing Feedback 

❑ Generating and Testing Hypotheses 

X❑ Cues, Questions, and Advance Organizers 

X❑ Interdisciplinary Non-Fiction Writing 

✓ Check all those that apply to the 
unit: 

 

X❑ Teamwork and Collaboration 

X❑ Initiative and Leadership 

X❑ Curiosity and Imagination 

X❑ Innovation and Creativity 

X❑ Critical thinking and Problem Solving 

X❑ Flexibility and Adaptability 

X❑ Effective Oral and Written 

Communication 

X❑ Accessing and Analyzing Information 

❑ Other 

 

 

Differentiation Strategies 

(Additional Supports + Enrichment) 

Intervention  

Strategies 
 

Additional Supports: 
● Small group instruction 

● Use mass-published books to demonstrate 
Task #4 

● Venn Diagram to compare poems in Task 

#2. 
● One-on-one teacher assistance 

● Peer tutoring 
 

Enrichments for Highly Capable Students 
● Challenge students to design a cover using 

symbolism and inference rather than an 
explicit picture 

● Appoint discussion facilitators, especially for 

Task #2. 

● Direct/ explicit instruction 
● Additional time 

● Assistive technology 
● Advance organizers 
● Accommodations for learning styles or 

multiple intelligences  
● Adjust pace of lesson/ instruction 

● Modified instruction 
● Peer tutoring 
● Parent conference 

● Involvement of Guidance or Learning 
Specialist 

● Reassessment of lesson or teaching 
style 
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Specially Designed Instruction for 

Special Education Students 

Strategies for English Language 

Learners 

 

● Additional time 

● Modified assignments appropriate to skills 

and ability 

● Change of pace 

● Small group work 

● Use of visuals or audio to enhance lessons 

● Scaffold information 

● Peer mentors 

 

● Allow extra response time 

● Cooperative learning groups 

● Building upon student’s prior 

knowledge 

● Questions and activities appropriate to 

student levels of English ability 

● Consistent checks for understanding 

(oral and written) 

● Visuals and graphic organizers 

● Connections to primary language and 

culture 

● Assignments modified on an individual 

and as-needed basis 

● Modified reading list 

● Prepare students with background 

information and vocabulary needed to 

evaluate poetry and works of art 

● Students can draw their stories first as 

a cartoon strip with notes and captions 

and dialogue, in their first language if 

they prefer. 

● Give students the opportunity to tell 

their stories before writing. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



28 
 

. 
        Plainfield Public Schools                               ELA Curriculum                                      Grade 10 Unit 1 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lessons and Resources 
Grade Ten 
Unit One 
Power Standards RL.10.1, RL.10.2, RL.10.4, W.10.3 

 

Standard: RL.10.1 
Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly 
as well as inferences drawn from the text.  
 

Learning 
Targets 

Activities / Lessons DOK 
Level  

Resources 

Draw inferences 
from literary text 
to make and 
support an 
analysis that 
goes be- yond 
the obvious by 
using strong 
and thorough 
evidence 
gathered from 
reading.  

 

Provide students with 
access to the text under 
consideration – either 
digital or hard copy – so 
they can annotate as they 
read. 
 
 
Model close reading by 
thinking aloud as you go 
through the text with 
them, displaying your 
annotations using a 
document camera or 
Promethean Board.  
 
 
Generate questions 

2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NOTE: See text resources for all 
standards at the end of the 
document. 
 
 
http://tinyurl.com/c7fpkzm 
A short video on how to teach 
students about finding textual 
evidence 

http://tinyurl.com/c7fpkzm
http://tinyurl.com/c7fpkzm
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students should use to 
guide the “reading” of 
different texts across 
formats and media. 
 
 
Use a piece of art with 
substantial artistic and 
thematic complexity to 
demonstrate for students 
how you “read” such 
artistic texts, thinking 
aloud about the questions 
you ask, what you ask 
about, and how you use 
questions to understand 
and note what is 
emphasized artworks. 
 
 

 
3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2 

 
 

Support 
conclusions 
with explicit and 
implicit textual 
evidence.  

 

Show students how to 
examine a text by 
scrutinizing its words, 
sentence structures, or 
any other details needed 
to understand its explicit 
meaning. 
 

1 
 
 
 

Synthesize 
evidence 
collected from 
the text to best 
support 
conclusions.  

Demonstrate how to 
choose evidence from a 
text or artwork to support 
inferences; discuss the 
questions you would ask 
select specific evidence. 
 

2 
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Standard: RL.10.2 
Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze in detail its development over the 
course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details; 
provide an objective summary of the text.  
 

Learning 
Targets 

Activities / Lessons DOK 
Level  

Resources 

Analyze how 
the 
interrelation-
ships of literary 
elements 
influence the 
development of 
plot and 
subplots, 
complex 
characters, and 
themes in text.  

 

Use a “Jeopardy”-style 
review to help students 
recall and reinforce 
literary terms and 
elements 
 
Display a digital text or 
use a document camera 
to show students how to 
annotate a text. 

2 
 

NOTE: See text resources for all 
standards at the end of this 
document. 
 
 
More work with theme and 
comparing art and literature: 
http://english.emory.edu/classes/p
aintings&poems/titlepage.html  
 
 
 
 
 

http://english.emory.edu/classes/paintings&poems/titlepage.html
http://english.emory.edu/classes/paintings&poems/titlepage.html
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Analyze how a 
theme or 
central idea 
develops over 
the course of 
the text (e.g., 
motif), including 
evidence from 
the text as 
support.  

 

Ask students to generate 
possible ideas and 
themes in a text, then 
determine which of them 
the text most fully 
develops. 
 
Provide sentence frames 
(sample in Resources*) or 
graphic organizers to 
assist in mapping an idea 
from beginning to end of 
the text to see how it 
develops.  
 

3 
 
 
 

 
 
* Sample Sentence Frame: 
Early on, the author says X about 
______, then suggests Y, finally 
arguing Z about ____ by the end. 

Explain how 
specific details 
from the text 
refine or create 
subtle 
distinctions that 
shape the 
theme.  

 

 

 

Direct students to 
underline, label, or 
otherwise code all words, 
images, or other details 
related to the central 
ideas or themes 
throughout the text; 
examine how their use 
evolves over the course 
of the text. 
 

2 

Use a range of 
textual 
evidence to 
support 
summaries and 
interpretations 
of texts (e.g., 
purpose, 
plot/subplot, 
central idea, 
theme).  

 

Have students collect and 
categorize evidence 
connected with various 
ideas throughout their 
readers’ responses. 

2  

Provide an Provide models of 1  
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objective 
summary.  

 

effective summaries for 
students to examine. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Standard: RL.10.4 
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used 
in the text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze  
the cumulative impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone (e.g., how the language 
evokes a sense of time and place; how it sets a formal or informal tone).  
 

Learning 
Targets 

Activities / Lessons DOK 
Level  

Resources 

Analyze text for 
word choice as 
it impacts 
meaning and 
tone of text. 
 

Display a digital text or 
use a document camera 
to show students how to 
annotate a text. 
 

 
2 
 

 
NOTE: See text resources for all 
standards at the end of this 
document. 
 
 
www.quia.com/rr/482059.html  
a quiz game dealing with literary 
terms and elements- great for 
review 
 
 
https://www.teachingchannel.org/vi
deos/building-analysis-skills-

Analyze how 
specific word 
choice sets the 
tone of a text 
(e.g., formal vs. 
informal). 

 

Direct students to 
underline, label, or 
somehow code all the 
words, images, or other 
details related to the tone 
of the text; then examine 
how their use evolves 
over the course of the 
text. 

 
2 
 
 

http://www.quia.com/rr/482059.html
https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/building-analysis-skills-special-ed-getty
https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/building-analysis-skills-special-ed-getty
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 special-ed-getty  
A short video on how students can 
build analysis skills through art 

Analyze how 
word choice 
creates a sense 
of time and/or 
place 

Use the “think aloud” 
approach to model close 
reading, showing students 
how to examine a text by 
scrutinizing its words, 
sentence structures, or 
any other details needed 
to understand its explicit 
meaning. 
 

2 

Analyze and 
evaluate the 
overall patterns 
of diction in the 
whole text and 
its impact on 
meaning and 
tone. 

 

Facilitate a discussion in 
which students develop 
criteria by which the 
content in poems and 
paintings will be 
evaluated. Apply the 
criteria to the poems and 
artwork under 
consideration in Task #2. 
 

2  

Analyze the 
cumulative 
impact of 
figurative 
language (e.g., 
metaphor, 
simile, 
metonymy, 
overstatement, 
oxymoron, 
understatement
) and its impact 
on meaning and 
tone. 

Use a “Jeopardy”-style 
review to help students 
recall and reinforce 
literary terms and 
elements 
 

1  

 

https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/building-analysis-skills-special-ed-getty
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Standard: W.10.3 
Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, 
well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences.  
 

Learning 
Targets 

Activities / Lessons DOK 
Level  

Resources 

Formulate a 
real or imagined 
experience. 

Use prompts from writing 
websites as warm-ups for 
class and to allow 
students to brainstorm 
ideas for their narrative 
 

2 
 

 

http://youngwritersproject.org/taxono
my/term/1399   
(personal narratives by young writers. 
Uses imagery to help develop the 
narrative) 
 

http://youngwritersproject.org/taxonomy/term/1399
http://youngwritersproject.org/taxonomy/term/1399
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Engage and 
orient the 
reader by 
clearly setting 
out a problem 
or situation. 

Have students examine a 
sampling of narratives to 
identify effective 
techniques for engaging 
and orienting the reader. 

2 
 
 
 

 
https://www.sbcc.edu/clrc/files/wl/dow
nloads/StructureofaPersonalNarrative
Essay.pdf  
a basic personal narrative outline 

Develop 
experiences, 
events, and/or 
characters by 
using effective 
narrative 
techniques. 

 

 

 

Have a “think pair share” 
session where students 
brainstorm about what 
makes good stories and 
characters 
 
 
Provide students with 
mentor texts similar to the 
assignment in Task #3 
and discuss elements that 
make the narrative 
effective. 
 
 
Have students analyze 
dialogue and other 
techniques in the stories 
they read for ideas they 
can use in their own 
writing. 
 

2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2 

Incorporate 
well-chosen 
details into an 
original 
narrative.  

 

Generate with students a 
list of the elements of an 
effective personal 
narrative essay. 
 

1  

https://www.sbcc.edu/clrc/files/wl/downloads/StructureofaPersonalNarrativeEssay.pdf
https://www.sbcc.edu/clrc/files/wl/downloads/StructureofaPersonalNarrativeEssay.pdf
https://www.sbcc.edu/clrc/files/wl/downloads/StructureofaPersonalNarrativeEssay.pdf
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Structure 
narratives with 
appropriate 
sequencing to 
create a 
coherent whole. 

 

Have students use index 
cards, sticky notes, or 
presentation software to 
record key events or 
scenes in the narrative 
they are creating. Ask 
them to rearrange the 
order until they find the 
sequence that works best 
with the story they are 
trying to tell. 
 

3 

 

Text Resources for all 
literature standards  

Non-fiction Personal Narratives: 
 
Night by Eli Weisel 
“Tonight I Can Write” by Pablo Neruda  

http://tinyurl.com/pulos6r  
“Everyday Use” by Alice Walker 

http://tinyurl.com/qfmjjx9  
 “Only Daughter” by Sandra Cisneros 

http://tinyurl.com/3vkbv4b  
 
Fiction Narratives: 
“A Marriage Proposal” by Anton Chekov 
“The Pit and the Pendulum” by Edgar Allen Poe 

http://tinyurl.com/qhrsvn9  
Poetry selections from Poe, Frost, and Whitman 

http://www.poetryfoundation.org  
 

 

 

http://tinyurl.com/pulos6r
http://tinyurl.com/qfmjjx9
http://tinyurl.com/3vkbv4b
http://tinyurl.com/qhrsvn9
http://www.poetryfoundation.org/

